[An autopsy case of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis associated with cervical syringomyelia].
An autopsied case of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis complicated by cervical syringomyelia was reported. The case was a 59-year-old man, who first noticed weakness of both lower extremities at 54-year-old. The weakness spread to both upper extremities within 2 years. Cervical myelography revealed multi-level cervical spondylosis and anterior fusion of C5-C7 was done. But the weakness and atrophy of proximal muscle, diminished deep tendon reflex on upper extremities, hyperreflexia and pathological reflexes on both legs, tongue fasciculation and respiratory muscle weakness developed successively, and the patient died of respiratory distress at 59-year-old. Autopsy revealed multiple independent four syrinxes located at the level between C2-C7. One of these syrinxes had ependymal cell lining and thought to be idiopathic syringomyelia. The other three syrinxes were considered to be the cavitation in association with cervical spondylotic myelopathy. Degeneration and decreasing of spinal anterior horn cells, atrophy of medullary pyramis and Bunina bodies were observed as features of typical amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Cervical spondylosis as causative lesion of multiple syrinxes was discussed, and relationship between ALS and the syrinxes was not indicated clearly.